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	Overall Grade
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	Revision date: Autumn 2018

	Summary : The main reasons for choosing this grade are:
	Year on year, throughout each year group and across the curriculum, including in English and mathematics, current pupils make substantial and sustained progress, developing excellent knowledge and understanding, considering their different starting points. Standards of attainment of almost all pupils are at least in line with age related expectations and a very high % attain above ARE in Reading, Writing and Maths. For almost all cohorts, these percentages increase year on year. Our pupils perform significantly better than other pupils nationally at the end of Years R, 1, 2 and 4. Attainment and progress of all pupils is tracked very carefully so that resources can be prioritised and appropriate intervention strategies implemented. This ensures that any gaps between the performance of almost all groups of pupils in the school, compared to other pupils (both in School and nationally) are identified at an early stage and are addressed effectively. As a result, they are kept to a minimum and diminish over time. Almost all groups, including disadvantaged pupils, attain at least in line with national averages and often better. Our pupils acquire knowledge and develop and apply a wide range of skills to great effect in reading, writing, communication and mathematics. Thanks to an excellent transition programme, they are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage in their education, which is reinforced by their excellent outcomes at the end of KS2.

	Sub-criterion
	Key phrases from Ofsted’s evaluation schedule – 
Outstanding / Good
	
	Main strengths and weaknesses

	Progress of Current Pupils
	Throughout each year group and across the curriculum, including in English and mathematics, current pupils make substantial and sustained progress, developing excellent knowledge and understanding, considering their different starting points.
Across almost all year groups and in a wide range of subjects, including in English and mathematics, current pupils make consistently strong progress, developing secure knowledge, understanding and skills, considering their different starting points.


	1


	Current Pupils - School assessment information from Target Tracker, CT Records, lesson observations, regular work scrutiny, etc. shows that, throughout each year group and across the curriculum, including in English and mathematics, current pupils make substantial and sustained progress, developing excellent knowledge and understanding, considering their different starting points. As a result, when tracking the performance of each cohort year on year, despite the more challenging curriculum and associated assessment arrangements, the % of children working at ARE and the % working above ARE (all of which are very high) were at least close to that achieved in previous years and were often better.

Last 3 years - Taking into account the three years prior to this report, progress made by the large majority of pupils in the school, relative to starting points, was outstanding. 

2016/17 - Baseline to End of Year R – No National Comparison

From their starting points, all children made at least expected progress in Reading and a very high % made rapid progress. In Writing and Maths, almost all pupils made expected progress and a high % made rapid progress. This is a much weaker cohort than we typically have at Finstall, with a much higher % coming in significantly below in Reading, Writing and Maths. It also has a very high % of boys. We have a larger number of children who we need to support further to help them to reach ARE in Reading, Maths and, particularly, in Writing by the end of Year 1. We also need to do some work with our more able mathematicians in EYFS so that a higher % are working at Exceeding by the end of the year, especially in Number.
Progress - End Yr R to End Yr 2 / End Yr 2 to End Yr 4 / End Yr 2 to End Yr 6

See 2 rows below 

Progress through each Year group – No National Comparisons

Progress measures within year groups have been affected by the changes to the curriculum and, in particular, the assessment criteria. Year 4, for example, were judging performance this year against a different, more challenging curriculum than the system of levels that the same cohort were judged against at the end of their Year 2. All year groups have also been encouraged to work on mastery of the objectives within their year groups, rather than pushing children on to the objectives in the following year group. As a result, fewer pupils than in the past are appearing to make rapid or better than expected progress. Instead, we are looking for small increases or to at least maintain high percentages working at ARE or at GD within each cohort. 

	Progress of Current Pupils – disadvantaged, DSEN;
	The progress across the curriculum of disadvantaged pupils, disabled pupils and those with special educational needs currently on roll matches or is improving towards that of other pupils with the same starting points.  
In a wide range of subjects, the progress of disadvantaged pupils and pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities currently on roll is close to or is improving towards that of other pupils with the same starting points.
	1

2


	School assessment information from Target Tracker, CT Records, lesson observations, regular work scrutiny, etc. shows that progress of our disadvantaged pupils and those with DSEN matches that of other pupils with the same starting points.

Almost all disadvantaged pupils made progress that at least matched that of other pupils from the same starting points in Reading, Writing and Maths.

Based on our annual in-School assessment, a reasonable % of our SEND children made at least expected progress in Reading, Writing and Maths although we have few other children with the same starting points and there is little national data to compare with, especially when tracking from Year 2 to Year 4. We will continue to endeavour to raise the % of our SEN children who make at least expected progress in all 3 core areas. 



	Progress from Assessment Information
	From different starting points, the progress in English and in mathematics is high compared with national figures.
From different starting points, progress in English and in mathematics is close to or above national figures. 
	1

1
1 
	For 2016/17, using national comparative data: 

a) End of EYFS to End of KS1 - We can see how well our pupils progressed from the end of the EYFS to the end of Year 2 and, when data is published in ASP, we will be able to make more accurate national comparisons. Our matrices show that, in Reading, Writing and Maths, progress in Reading, Writing and Maths is high compared with national figures. 
Attainment at the end of Year 2 was extremely high in Reading, Writing and Maths when compared with the performance of children nationally (Expected + R - 88% v 76%; W – 85% v 69%; M – 92% v 75%). High % also achieved GD in RWM.
b) End of KS1 to End of KS2 - We can measure progress from the end of Year 2 to the end of Year 6 and compare how well our pupils have performed in relation to other pupils nationally, although this does take account of two year’s work at another School. 
In Writing, almost all pupils made at least expected progress and a high % of those who were able to, made better than expected progress. In Reading, almost all pupils made expected progress. Only 1 pupil was in a position to make better than expected progress and this was achieved. In Maths, almost all pupils made at least expected progress. Only 1 pupil was in a position to make better than expected progress but this was not achieved.
c) End of KS1 to End of Year 4 - We can measure progress from the end of Year 2 to the end of Year 4 but the closest we can get to making national comparisons is the use of the GL Assessments (National Middle School Tests) that our children take at the start of Year 5 at Middle School as this can be used to validate our attainment data at this point. 
From Year 2 to Year 4, a very high % of pupils made at least expected progress from starting points in Reading (98%), Writing (83%) and Maths (87%), despite the fact that expectations in the new curriculum were much higher than they had been previously. A very high % of pupils also made better than expected progress in Reading (38%) and a reasonable % in Writing (17%) and Maths (20%). The decrease in % of pupils working at ARE was 3 matched pupils in Writing and 2 matched pupils in Maths.  When we compare our attainment data at the end of Year 4 to the results our pupils obtained in the GL Tests, taken at Middle School, the data for English was very similar. However, in Maths, although our higher performing pupils obtained similar scores in the GL tests, a large % of pupils who we judged to be at ARE scored below average in the GL tests. We have analysed the questions they struggled on and the Class Teachers will be looking to address the issues highlighted with future cohorts. 

	Progress from Assessment Information - disadvantaged;
	The progress of disadvantaged pupils from different starting points matches or is improving towards that of other pupils nationally.
The progress from different starting points of the very large majority of disadvantaged pupils is similar to or improving in relation to other pupils nationally.
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	Except for End of Year R to End of KS1, it is difficult for us to compare the progress of our disadvantaged children with other pupils nationally from their various starting points as there is little in the way of comparative data. However, we are able to provide the following info:  

a) Almost all disadvantaged pupils made progress that at least matched that of other pupils from the same starting points in Reading, Writing and Maths.
b) In Year R, one disadvantaged pupil made expected progress in Writing and Maths (working at the expected standard in the ELGs) and rapid progress in Reading (working at the Exceeded standard in the ELG).
c) In Year 2, all 3 disadvantaged pupils were working at least at ARE in R, W and M and 2/3 in R and 1/3 in W and M were working at GD. 
d) In R, W and M, very high % of disadvantaged pupils were working at least at ARE and high % were working at GD in their respective year groups.
e) Two disadvantaged pupils in last year’s Year 4 made expected progress in Reading, Writing and Maths, based on our tracking from Year 2 to Year 4. Their attainment data at the end of Year 4 was backed up by their scores in the GL Tests in English and for one of the pupils in Maths. However, one pupil did not perform as well as we would have expected in the Maths GL test.  

	Progress – all subject areas – including disadvantaged and SEN;
	For pupils generally, and specifically for disadvantaged pupils and those who have special educational needs and /or disabilities, progress is above average across nearly all subject areas.
Pupils’ progress is above average or improving across most subject areas. Progress of disadvantaged pupils and pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities is above average or improving across most subject areas.
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	The attainment levels and progress of our pupils, including our disadvantaged pupils and those who have SEN, is excellent and we would suggest that it is above average across almost all, if not all, subject areas. Assessment information of foundation subjects, in each year group, demonstrates that almost all pupils achieve each subject’s learning objectives with at least a good level of understanding and a high % achieve them with a deep level of understanding. However, for children of this age, there are no average figures to measure against in subject areas other than core subjects. Thus, our judgement is based on our knowledge of our children’s work compared with that we see in other schools from children of the same age. 

	Attainment – all groups
	The attainment of almost all groups of pupils is broadly in line with national averages or, if below these, it is improving rapidly. 
Where attainment overall is low, it shows consistent improvement.
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	Assessment information that can be compared nationally, at the end of Year R, at the end of Year 1 and Year 2, along with assessment information at the end of Year 4 (validated by GL Tests taken in Year 5), demonstrates that a very high % of our pupils consistently attain well above national expectations. 

Our most able pupils perform extremely well, when compared with national averages.  We encourage such pupils to do work that deepens their knowledge, understanding and skills, rather than simply undertaking more work of the same difficulty or going on to study different content.
Almost all of the small % of children that attend our School from minority ethnic groups, who have English as a second language or are disadvantaged or who have joined the school other than at the start of Year R attain at least in line with national averages and often above national averages. 

Attainment of pupils with SEND is, understandably, below all pupils nationally but attainment of pupils with SEND at our School is much higher than SEND pupils nationally.   

Over time, both our boys and girls perform better than their national counterparts and, other than in our 2016/17 Year R cohort, there have been no significant differences between the performance of boys and girls. Differences have tended to be cohort specific rather than following a significant common trend. Both have achieved outstanding levels of attainment and high levels of progress. Boys have tended to perform slightly better than girls in Maths and girls have tended to perform slightly better than boys in Reading and Writing. However, our boys have generally out-performed National Boys by more than the girls have out-performed National Girls. Where there have been differences, we have found that they diminish over time. In our 2016/17 Year R cohort, girls performed significantly better than boys and we are working hard to support the boys’ performance.
Any pupils who are progressing below expectations, whatever their starting point, are identified early and appropriate support / additional resources are employed to accelerate progress. Thus, gaps between performance of different groups of pupils in school diminish over time.

	Articulate knowledge and understanding
	Pupils are typically able to articulate their knowledge and understanding clearly in an age-appropriate way. They can hold thoughtful conversations about them with each other and adults. 


	1
	Evidence gained from lesson observations and through our discussions with pupils demonstrates that our pupils are typically able to articulate their knowledge and understanding clearly in an age appropriate way. With each other, and with adults, they hold thoughtful conversations about what they have learned and about what they know. 

Our children generally achieve very high levels of attainment in reading, writing, communication and mathematical skills. The curriculum has been developed to allow these skills to be applied across the curriculum and in independent studies.

	Reading
	Pupils read widely and often across subjects to a high standard, with fluency and comprehension appropriate to their age. Children in Year 1 achieve highly in the national phonics check. 
Pupils read widely and often, with fluency and comprehension appropriate to their age. A very large majority of pupils in Year 1 achieve the expected standard in the national phonics check. 
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	Almost all pupils are reading at a level that is at least at ARE and an increasingly high % of children, in each year group, are reading at a level that is above ARE.  Pupils’ attainment in Reading by the end of Key Stage 1 and by the time they leave the school is well above national expectations. Evidence gained from lesson observations and from our discussions with pupils demonstrates that our pupils read widely and often across subjects to a high standard, with fluency and comprehension that is at least appropriate to their age. Early readers are taught to use phonic strategies to de-code words and comprehend sentences. 

For the last three years, the School has performed well above national figures in the Year 1 Phonics screening test. In 2017, 97% of children achieved the expected standard, compared with 81% nationally (2016). 

	Well prepared
	Pupils are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education.

Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their education. 
	1
	By the time they leave our school, the standards attained by almost all of our pupils are at least at ARE and a high % are well above ARE in Reading, Writing and Maths. Pupils are confident and articulate and have excellent attitudes to learning. There is a very strong, established transition process. As a result of this, our pupils are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education, which is reinforced by their excellent outcomes at the end of Key Stage 2. Through discussions with pupils, they also tell us that the time they have spent at our School has also helped to prepare them for the world of work. 

	To improve further, we need to:
	Year R – 

· To raise % of pupils Exceeding ELGs in Number
· To reduce the % of children who make less than expected progress from baseline to ELG in Writing and Maths (particularly Shape, Space and Measure)
Year 1 – 

· To continue to develop the progress made by Boys in Year 1, bearing in mind that there will be 39/60 in next year’s cohort. 

Year 2 – 

· To try to at least maintain the high % of children working at ARE in Reading at the end of Year 2 from those who were at the Expected standard at the end of Year R 
Year 3 – 

· To accelerate the progress of our least able pupils in Writing and Maths in Year 3 
Year 4 – 

· To at least maintain and possibly build on the % of children working at GD in R, W and Maths as children move through Year 4. 
· To accelerate the progress of Pupil Premium children in Year 4

Common – 

· To at least maintain the high % of children in each cohort who are working at or above ARE in Reading, Writing and Maths and to possibly improve upon the high % of children who are working above ARE in these subjects.

· To ensure that Pupil Premium children continue to make at least expected levels of progress from starting points and a reasonable % make rapid progress (Additional focus areas – Writing / Maths for PP in all year groups; Large group of PP in Year 4) 

· To do everything we can to help pupils with SEN to make at least expected progress and that a reasonable % make accelerated progress (Special focus on Writing)




Evidence Base
Annual Assessment Reports; Target Tracker; Cohort / Group Tracking and Performance data; RAISE Online; ASP; Cohort Assessment folders; SEN Assessment folder; Groups Assessment folder; Cohort Provision sheets; Visiting Governors’ reports on “Outcomes for Pupils (2015, 2016, 2017); Transition Working Party Minutes;

